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went rapidly forward. Winthrop at first peti-
tioned for a confirmation of the old Warwick
patent, which had been purchased of the English
lords and gentlemen in 1644, but later, encouraged
it may be by friends in England, he asked for a
charter. The request was granted.1 The docu-
ment gave to Connecticut the same boundaries
as those of the old patent, and conferred powers
of government identical with those of the Funda-
mental Orders of 1639. That the main features
of the charter were drawn up in the colony before
Winthrop sailed is probable, though it is not
impossible that they were drafted in London by
Winthrop himself. All that the English officials
did was to give the text its proper legal form.

After the receipt of the charter and its proclama-
tion in the colony and after a slight readjustment
of the government to meet the few changes re-
quired, the general court of Connecticut pro-
ceeded to enforce the full territorial rights of the
colony. The men of Connecticut had made up
their minds, now that the charter had come, to
execute its terms to the uttermost and to extend
the authority of the colony to the farthest bounds,

JThe King's warrant was issued on February 28, the writ of
Privy Seal on April 23, and the great seal was affixed on May 10,